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“Who Do You Say I Am?”

· Confused with the crowds?  (vv.18-20)
· Content with the Christ of God  (vv.20-22)
· Carrying His cross in daily self denial  (vv.23,24)
In the name of Jesus, “the Christ of God,” dearly redeemed believers:


Now, who do you think would make this up?  A Jewish Rabbi from up north claims to be the long promised Christ, but is rejected by virtually all of the religious leaders.  His own followers don’t want what He is offering because it involves not only His suffering but theirs.  He strictly warns them not to tell anyone who He is, but then claims as proof of His identity that He will rise from the dead – not just sometime or other, but “on the third day.”  This is not the stuff of myth and legend because it is so easily disproved.  Just find the body of the crucified Christ or have the resurrection on the wrong day.  As I’ve often pointed out, no other religious leader made such claims or required such sacrifices from His people after sacrificing Himself.  Humanly speaking, this would not be fanaticism; this would be lunacy.

Why is it that everything we love about Jesus is exactly what turns human hearts and minds the other way?  Let’s get into it, this question of the ages which Jesus asks His disciples point blank:  “Who Do You Say I Am?”  That was not His first question for them as He also tests us to see are we…?
· Confused with the crowds?  (vv.18-20)

Jesus has been building up to the big question since last Sunday’s sermon about forgiveness for Simon the Pharisee and the woman he thought was so sinful.  In a way you can see why the crowds were confused, but this only makes us marvel all the more at the clarity and firmness of faith for some.  By now we know these people.  The Roman centurion (Luke 7:1-10) was sure Jesus had divine authority to heal his dying servant.  The widow at Nain (7:11-17) must have seen such kindness in Jesus’ eyes as He gave back her only son after raising him from the dead.  The Sower was sowing His seed as the Word (8:1-15).  While some was snatched by hell-birds off the path, other seed dried up in rootless rocks or was chocked by weeds of the good life.  Even Jesus’ own family did not believe in who Jesus really was. (8:19-21; John 7:5)  


We can relate to the doubting fears of the storm-tossed disciples when Jesus asked, “Where is your faith?”  By divine power He stilled the wind and the wave. (Luke 8:22-25)  A crazy man in the hills certainly knew the identity of Jesus who delivered him from demons and sent them into some suicidal pigs diving off the cliffs of Galilee.  When Jesus told him, “Return home and tell how much God has done for you,”…the man went away and told all over town how much Jesus had done for him. (8:26-39)  A woman was cured of bleeding by simply believing she could touch the edge of Jesus’ cloak.  He sent her away in peace, then brought new life to Jairus by raising his daughter from death. (8:40-56)  King Herod got confused because maybe Jesus was a resurrected John the Baptist whom Herod had beheaded.  

Jesus’ popularity after feeding 5,000 men plus women and children with a little boy’s lunch (9:10-17), has just tanked because of His identity.  He told the crowds they had to believe in Him alone (John 6:25-59).  When the crowds dwindled down to the Twelve, Jesus asked one of the most plaintive questions in the Bible, “Will you also go away?” (John 6:67)  After John’s beheading (Matthew 14:13) Jesus used His “Retirement to the North” like a discipleship retreat to build up their faith before His “Resolute Journey” to the cross (Luke 9:51 – 19:28).  His identity had to be clear to His disciples.  The Master prayed then asked two key questions:  “Who do the crowds say I am?” and more importantly, “Who Do You Say I Am?”  
· Content with the Christ of God  (vv.20-22)

Many of us may not realize how hotly this debate still rages today.  If you were raised with Peter’s answer, maybe you find it hard to think of anything else.  But everyone who calls Jesus just a good man or another prophet of God, such as Mormons, Jehovah’s Witnesses and Muslims, all disagree with Peter.  Jesus asked, “Who Do You Say I Am?” to which Peter replied loud and clear, “The Christ of God.”  Peter knew the ancient prophecies of the Lord’s Christ, or Messiah, who would come to save God’s chosen people from all their enemies.  The Jewish Scriptures recorded how God answered the debate with the pre-incarnate Christ, the Angel of the Lord who devastated Egypt in Ten Plagues, wiping out the firstborn son of every man and animal before drowning Pharaoh and his superpower army in the Red Sea.  

So why this stern command after such a powerful answer?  Jesus strictly warned them not to tell this to anyone.  The crowds wanted a different Messiah.  So did Peter.  So do we.  Whenever we complain about God’s will for our lives or question His care and keeping, in essence we’re saying we are not Content with the Christ of God, because we want a more lucrative “Messiah” and powerful “Prophet” than the one who told Peter and His disciples:  “The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.”   More than we may want to admit, we can relate to the rabbi on the radio who said, “We don’t want a Messiah who dies on a cross.”  But this is the Christ of God, foretold by the ancient Jewish prophets as the Christ who would conquer by suffering in the place of all people to save them from their sins.  To this day His life and death shames human pride and prejudice, but we are told, “Jesus also suffered outside the city gate to make the people holy through his own blood.  Let us, then, go to him outside the camp, bearing the disgrace he bore” (Hebrews 13:12f NIV)  Content with the Christ of God.

· Carrying His cross in daily self denial  (vv.23,24)

All our members swear to this at our Confirmation whether as eighth graders or more experienced adults.  We promise to subject all our opinions to the sole authority of Scripture in order to receive the blessings God wants to give us through His Word.  We promise to stay faithful even unto death in order to receive God’s gracious gift of eternal life.  So why then to we falter when the going gets tough?  Why do we find so many other things more important than reading our Bible, coming to Bible class or even worship once a week?  Could it be that we are forgetting not only who Jesus is but what He expects?


“If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will save it.”

An unwanted diagnosis is shocking, but cancer cannot strip us of our faith.  Checkbook can seem like a bouncing ball when one miscalculation plunges into overdraft fees.  But we all survive.  Cars break down, relationships crumble, but these are not really the “cross” of Christ because unbelievers suffer too.  The Christian “cross” in the Biblical sense is whatever you bear for the sake of Jesus.  And if you don’t have any, you’re in trouble.  It may mean you’re being quiet at work or school or among your friends and letting Jesus’ Name get raked over the coals instead of confessing your faith in Him.  Maybe you’re blending into the woodwork when you ought to be the burr in someone’s saddle.  You may be caving like so many pastors and congregations who just want to fill the seats, collection plates and bank accounts.  

“Don’t offend anyone.  Mind your own business.  Don’t say anything politically incorrect.  Make your own wide way instead of denying yourself in the narrows of life under the cross.”  That’s a sure fire way to lose your life in the furnace of hell.  Not just with your mouth, but in your life and livelihood, Jesus asks, “Who Do You Say I Am?”  Unless we’re willing to put everything on the line for Jesus, to lose all for His sake, we’re not shouldering our cross to glorify the Lord’s Christ.  And every year at budget time congregations are tested by godly priorities.  

Here too we need Jesus’ gracious, forgiving kindness that leads us to repentance and new life in Christ:  “He died for all, that those who live should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again. (2 Corinthians 5:15 NIV)  Living by faith means the world will hate us as it hated Jesus.  That’s the “cross” for kindhearted, Christ-loving, neighbor-helping people.  And that’s when everyone can see what we mean when Jesus asks, “Who Do You Say I Am?”  How’s your confession under the cross?  Make it right, bright, and beautiful like our beautiful Savior.  Amen. 
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